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Here's the language concerning midwives from the WA bill: 

 

(2)(a) Except as provided in (b) of this subsection, a health care provider attending a birth 

outside of a hospital shall, no sooner than twenty-four hours after the birth of an infant born 

outside of a hospital, but no later than forty-eight hours after the birth: 

 

(i) Perform critical congenital heart disease screening using pulse oximetry according to 

recommended American academy of pediatrics guidelines; 

 

(ii) Record the results of the critical congenital heart disease screening test in the newborn's 

medical record; and 

 

(iii) If the screening test indicates a suspicion of abnormality, refer the newborn for appropriate 

care and report the test results to the newborn's attending physician and parent, parents, or 

guardian. 

 

(b) If the health care provider does not perform the test required in (a) of this subsection because 

he or she does not possess the proper equipment, the health care provider shall notify the parent, 

parents, or guardian in writing that the health care provider was unable to perform the test and 

that the infant should be tested by another health care provider no sooner than twenty-four hours 

after the birth, but no later than forty-eight hours after the birth. 
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